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	Title

	The Historical Context of Child Abuse and Protection

	Brief Course Description


	This is a brief power-point/OHP presentation giving an overview of important points of historical reference in our understanding of and approach to children and their treatment.  It concludes with reference to two important current legislative and policy contexts – the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and The Children (Scotland) Act 1995

	Keywords


	Historical Context, Legislation, Attitudes to Abuse

	Required trainer skills

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginner,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced



	Level of CP knowledge/experience required from trainer 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginner,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced



	Level of training

Targets
 FORMDROPDOWN 


	S 1 -7 Recognise your atttidutes and values towards abuse/neglect and how these shape your action, thresholds etc 

S 1 - 8 Be aware of signs, indicators, definitions and effects of child abuse or neglect
S 1 - 11 Understand the legal framework, as it applies to you

	Contributes to  FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 


	      

     
     

	What participants need to know already

	This is an introductory presentation, setting out the historical context of child abuse and protection



	Overview & Objectives

	This is a presentation on the historical context of child abuse and interventions to protect them.


	Learning objectives


	· To raise awareness of the context dependence of  definitions of child abuse
· To raise awareness of the changes in attitude to children’s rights over time

· To present the main themes of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Children (Scotland) Act 1995


	Learning outcome


	Participants will
· Be aware of the historical context of definitions of child abuse

· Know about some of the important incidents in the history of child abuse and protection

· Be aware of their own attitudes to current definitions

· Know about the main themes of The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Children (Scotland) Act 1995

	How does the selected approach fit with the learning outcome?
	This is a largely didactic exercise, but can be adapted to include interaction either during or after the presentation


	Before the training day
Audience


	Anyone who requires an introduction to  – or a reminder of – the historical context of child abuse and protection

	Length of activity


	· 20 minutes


	Group size


	· Minimum 10
· Maximum 100



	Approximate timing (for group of 20)


	· 20 minutes

	Materials

	· Powerpoint projector and slides/OHP and slides

· Tutor notes, see Annex A



	Preparation
	· Trainers should familiarise themselves with the slides and notes and supplement where appropriate.  The audience may benefit from handouts of the slides.


	Original context for training
Original context from which this learning activity is drawn


	West of Scotland  Interagency Training


	On the training day

	

	The activity


	This is a trainer presentation.  

	Conclusion


	At the end of the presentation the audience should be invited to reflect on the presentation and to consider their own cultural and historical context and how it influences their own attitudes to child abuse and protection.



	Reflecting on what has been learned

	Following the exercise or as part of an evaluation, the participants should be encouraged to complete a personal learning log in which they are asked to reflect on their leaning and its implications for their practice.


	The next training step


	The participants may go on to explore their own attitudes/beliefs in more depth, with particular reference to where and how those beliefs are formed and/or changed.


	Name of author:
Gillian Buchanan
Child Protection Lead Officer

Glasgow Child Protection Committee
	Contact details:
E: Gillian.Buchanan@glasgow.gov.uk
T:      


	Copyright holder:
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ANNEX A – Tutor’s Notes
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Tutors Notes  


Child abuse is not new.


Today’s’ attitudes regarding the protection of children are.


For many centuries harsh and abusive treatment of children was sanctioned in the name of discipline, education, curing unruly behaviour or even pleasing the Gods.  The idea that you could beat good into children, or severely punish them when they were bad, is still debated today.  The expression “spare the rod, spoil the child” is an idea that is still popular today.  An example of this type is the “Stubborn Child Act” which was passed in the seventeenth century in Massachusetts in 1628.  This act allowed parents to petition the court that their rebellious or stubborn child could be put to death.


 


Industrialisation caused the breakdown of feudal society.  Huge movements in the population to towns and cities meant the breakdown of individuals ties to the church and community.  For the first time home and working life were separated.  The industrial era reduced the individual family unit’s perception of themselves and in particular the younger members began to change.  Families became focused on their own needs as opposed to those of their communities.  Tension began to focus on children as wage earners in working class families, or children who needed educated, to ensure good marriages and continuity of wealth, in middle and upper class families.


 


During the nineteenth century concern about the ill treatment of children grew.  Lord Shaftesbury and others began campaigning for improvements in working conditions for children.  A succession of legislation was passed to improve the treatment of children such as Capitals Factory Act of 1833, which reduced the working hours of children in textile mills.  Another piece of legislation the Summary Jurisdiction Act of 1847 gave the courts the power to try children as juveniles rather than adults.


 


In 1874 in New York the first move towards protecting children from violence in their own home came the case of Mary Ellen.  She was an adopted child who was found by voluntary organisations to be neglected, beaten and cut with scissors so they could do what they wanted with her.  The case was taken to court under the law to protect animals from cruelty, as there was no law relating to children.  The case was won and led to the setting up of the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.�


 In Britain the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty To and Protection of Children Act was passed in 1885 as a result of the formation and development of the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.  For the first time it was an offence to neglect or ill-treat a child. 





In medicine, “their mission was to heal the sick, not to deal with social problems”.  Doctors saw themselves as having moral ethics which they exercised in a wider social sense and not through their work.  The development of radiology helped the medical profession make links between child injuries and trauma of some kind.  Dr J Cathay, a radiologist and Paediatrician was in charge of Babies Hospital Xray department in New York in 1925.  He made a link between children’s’ unusual injuries and the possibility that parents were responsible for causing them.  This idea was greeted with disbelief, however his work continued and was extended by other doctors.  In 1961 Doctor Kemp organised a conference entitled a “battered Child Syndrome” which had a catharsis effect on the issue of physical abuse.


 


During the 1970’s the physical abuse of children was becoming more widely recognised.  Finklehor states the “it was not until the mid-70’s that child sexual abuse first began to appear on the agenda for mental health and child welfare professionals”.  Strathclyde Regional Council ran their first sexual abuse training in 1979.  For the general public it was not until the 1980’s that the issue of sexual abuse of children by adults was widely recognised.  The BBC programme “Child Watch” was first broadcast in 1986 and highlighted the issue of sexual abuse.


Childcare legislation and services have developed in a piecemeal fashion since the 19th century, with public pressure being the key feature in the formulation of new legislation.  





 





 A number of public and fatal accident enquiries have highlighted the concern about child protection work.  The following are just a few of several;


 Maria Colwell – 1974


In 1973 Maria Colwell aged 7 was killed by her stepfather.  She had been in care for five years following a period of general neglect and low standards of care.  Her mother remarried and had given birth to three other children.  In 1971 she was determined to have Maria back home.  The local authority in whose care Maria was, agreed to a plan of rehabilitation and supported her mothers application to have the care order discharged and have Maria returned home.


 


Maria herself did not want to return home and she died 13 months later, grossly undernourished weighing only 38lbs and severely beaten by her stepfather.  This was despite their having been over 56 visits by various organisations to the family home.  The inquiry outcome found that the organisations had not shared information and concerns with one another.


Cleveland – 1987


Between January and June 1987 two doctors in the Cleveland area diagnosed 121 children as having been sexually abused using a techniques known as reflex relaxation and anal dilation.  The technique was questioned by a senior Police Surgeon.  Whilst he did not dispute that it could be seen as an indicator of sexual abuse he did not believe that it was grounds for a firm diagnosis.  


 By the time the inquiry was in motion in July 87, only 21 of the original children remained in care, the remainder having been returned home with either the allegations dropped or some under a supervision order.


 The outcome of the inquiry found a number of reasons for the crisis.  These included:


        Lack of proper understanding by the main agencies of each others functions in relation to child sexual  abuse


A lack of communication between the agencies involved


        Different views at middle management level which were not recognised by senior staff – this ultimately affected those on the ground.





 Orkney Inquiry 1991


As early as 1985 information came to the social work services in Orkney indicating that children within the W family were being abused by their father.


 In January 1987 he was convicted of physical abuse and sentenced to 18 months in prison.  In March of the same year he pled guilty to various counts of sexual abuse and was sentenced to 7 years.  Between 1987 and 1991 there were various allegations from the family regarding sexual abuse.  In 1991 3 of the W children made an allegation which was understood to be of organised sexual abuse against other children, parents and the local minister.  9 children from 4 different families were removed to places of safety.  They were subjected to repeated interviews and medicals and a report submitted to the Reporter to the Children’s hearing.


The parents denied the grounds a Proof hearing was convened.  The solicitors for the families attacked the competency of the proceedings and the Sheriff agreed.  The evidence was never heard.  The reporter appealed this decision and won but thereafter abandoned any further pursuit of the case.


 The evidence has still never been heard.


 Lord Clyde was the appointed to make enquiries into the proceedings but was specifically to exclude the evidence and look only at the behaviour of the agencies involved.  His report stretches to 363 pages with 194 recommendations. 


 The case at the time gained an extremely high profile within the media and the public eye and led to a wider  debate about the rights of parents and children when involved with statutory agencies.  





Conclusion


Professional and public response to child abuse reflect increasing knowledge gained from experience, research and public enquiries.  New developments change definitions, terminology and professional practice.


Strathclyde Regional Council only delivered its first child abuse training in 1979.  Much of the material used then would now be regarded as archaic.  Five years from now, the material on this course will be considered equally out of date.  In short, as our knowledge and understanding of child abuse grows, our responses must also alter to take new information into account.    As we have already heard, attitudes and legislation play a significant part in how we view the rights and treatment of children and after coffee we will be looking at these areas in more detail. 





Tutor’s Notes


 As we have already seen, the responses to child protection have been quite piecemeal.  The Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 outlined the statutory duties and responsibilities of the social work department and in it included the framework for the Children’s Hearing system.  Children’s Hearings represented a fundamental shift in attitude towards children who experience difficulties.  Whether the victim of a crime or a perpetrator, the Children’s Hearing is founded primarily on the child’s welfare.  Thus whilst the courts may make judgements about  guilt or innocence and punishment, a Children’s Hearing is there to look exclusively at what measures are required to support the child and can make legal order accordingly.


 


Following several enquiries in the 80’s and early 90’s, an attempt to consolidate legislation in relation to children’s welfare was the introduction of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995.  This introduced the idea that children should have a say in matters relating to them.  


 


This Act is underpinned by six principles derived from Articles of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by the UK Government in 1991.  These principles are above.





In addition the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 has three main themes 


The welfare of the child is the paramount consideration when his or her needs are being considered by courts, Children’s Hearings and Local Authorities


No court should make an order relating to a child and no Children’s Hearing should make a supervision requirement unless the court or Hearing considers that to do so would be better for the child than making no order or supervision requirement at all.


The child’s views, taking appropriate account of age and understanding, should be taken into account where major decisions are made about his or her future. 








This legislation reflects the significant shift in attitudes towards children and their rights  to protection.








© Crown Copyright 2008
VERSION No 
Page 4

[image: image8.png][image: image9.wmf]Historical Context

Historical Context

17

th

Century 

–

“

Stubborn Child Act

”

Industrial period 

–

Growth of 

‘

family unit

’

1833 

–

Capitals Factory Act

1885 

–

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty To and 

Protection of Children Act

[image: image10.wmf]Historical Context (cont.)

Historical Context (cont.)

1925 

–

X

-

rays used to diagnose non

-

accidental 

injuries

1961 

–

“

Battered Child Syndrome

”

1970

’

s 

–

Women

’

s movement highlighted Sexual 

abuse

1980

’

s 

–

Childwatch

[image: image11.wmf]Historical Context (cont)

Historical Context (cont)

•

Legislation piecemeal

•

Fatal accident enquiries

–

Maria Colwell

•

Public enquiries

–

Cleveland

[image: image12.wmf]Historical Context (cont)

Historical Context (cont)

•

Orkney Enquiry

–

Background

–

Findings

[image: image13.wmf]Six Main Principles of the UN Convention 

Six Main Principles of the UN Convention 

on Rights of a Child

on Rights of a Child

•

Each child has the right to be treated as an individual

•

Each child who can form a view on matters affecting him or her h

as the right to 

express those views if he or she so wishes

•

Parents shall normally be responsible for the upbringing of thei

r children and 

should share that responsibility

•

Each child has the right to protection from all forms of abuse, 

neglect or 

exploitation

•

So far as is consistent with safeguarding and promoting the chil

d

’

s welfare, public 

authorities should promote the upbringing of children by their f

amilies

•

Any intervention by a public authority in the life of a child mu

st be properly 

justified and should be supported by services from all relevant 

agencies working in 

collaboration
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