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Dear Colleague
CHILDREN IN NEED OF PROTECTION: A CODE OF PRACTICE ON THE SHARING OF INFORMATION
I am writing to ask for your views on the attached draft text for a Code of Practice for the Sharing of Information when a Child is in Need of Protection.

Poor information sharing has been identified as a contributory factor in a number of catastrophic child protection cases.  As you will be aware, a statutory code, together with provisions around duties to share information, was originally proposed in Part 3 of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill.  These provisions were withdrawn in the new year but Ministers confirmed at that point that the development of a generic code would continue, in association with stakeholders.  The aim of the code is to improve practice by giving staff clear guidance on when and how to share information legally and professionally about children at risk of harm.  We recognise that most workers do share information when required, but we wish to establish a consistent approach where staff in all organisations and agencies, and across all parts of Scotland, are able to apply a common set of overarching principles and standards.

The withdrawal of Part 3 from the Bill  means that this will be a non-statutory code, but this does not preclude it being given a statutory underpinning later should future Ministers decide this. 
Work began in November 2006 with the commissioning of a consultant to undertake the drafting and the establishment of a short life working group to advise the Scottish Executive on the emergent draft.
We see the development of the code as a several-stage process.  The next stage is to issue to a much wider group of stakeholders to gauge views across agencies and groups whose input will be essential to ensuring that the code is fit for purpose.

To this end, we would be grateful for your comments on the attached code by 31 May 2007.  Please submit your comments to Nicola.Macnaughton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.
Your sincerely
Maggie Tierney

Head of Child Protection 

Children & Families Division
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