
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Care Homes, Scotland, 2008 
 
1. Introduction and key points 
The purpose of this Statistics Release is to present national figures for care homes for adults in Scotland. All figures relate 
to 31 March 2008 and are provisional. As such they are subject to change. The final figures will be published in 
subsequent statistics bulletins. The information is derived from the Scottish Care Home Census.  

Some of the information which used to be collected as part of the Scottish Care Home Census is now collected by the 
Care Commission. This information is not included in this publication. More details of this can be found in the background 
information section at the end of this statistics release. All figures in this release omit care homes that deregistered to 
become Housing Support services. 

 
Chart 1: Places in Care Homes for Older People per 1,000 Population Aged 65+, March 2008 
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• At 31 March 2008 there were a total of 1,426 registered care homes providing 42,874 places to 37,471 residents.  

• There were 942 care homes for older people as at 31 March 2008 compared to 1,060 at 31 March 2000. 

• There were 37,829 registered places in care homes for older people. The number of places has increased by 0.7 per 
cent since March 2007 and decreased by 3.5 per cent from the March 2000 level. 

• The number of care homes for adults with learning disabilities has decreased by 19.2 per cent since March 2000, 

from 386 to 312 as at March 2008. 

A National Statistics Publication for Scotland
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Health Series Published: 24 February 2009       
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2. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Older People 
 

Table 1 – Care Homes, Places, Residents by Sector / Places per 1,000 Population, 2000 – 2008 
 

Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Number of Care Homes 1,060 1,038 1,019 996 988 977 959 951 942
 - Of which LA/ NHS 199 191 188 187 188 183 183 179 176
 - Of which Private 700 687 672 654 648 642 633 631 623
 - Of which Voluntary 161 160 159 155 152 152 143 141 143
Number of Places 39,204 38,425 38,128 37,924 38,213 38,286 38,069 37,567 37,829
 - Of which LA/ NHS 6,456 6,052 5,872 5,847 5,985 5,780 5,631 5,446 5,256
 - Of which Private 27,969 27,769 27,628 27,567 27,690 27,981 28,149 27,922 28,321
 - Of which Voluntary 4,779 4,604 4,628 4,510 4,538 4,525 4,289 4,199 4,252
Number of Residents 34,457 34,500 34,591 34,326 34,132 33,584 33,336 33,344 33,140
 - Of which LA/ NHS 5,842 5,441 5,236 5,149 5,100 4,881 4,899 4,764 4,574
 - Of which Private 24,337 24,873 25,139 25,165 24,963 24,675 24,568 24,752 24,606
 - Of which Voluntary 4,278 4,186 4,216 4,012 4,069 4,028 3,869 3,828 3,960
Places per 1,000 pop'n aged 65+ 49.0 47.6 46.9 46.3 46.2 46.0 45.4 44.4 44.7
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
 

In March 2008 there were 942 care homes for older people. Of these 176 (18.7 per cent) were run by a Local Authority or 

by the NHS, 623 (66.1 per cent) were privately owned and the remaining 143 (15.2 per cent) were in the voluntary sector. 

In total, there were 118 fewer homes for older people in March 2008 than in March 2000 (when there were 1,060 such 

homes) and 9 fewer than in March 2007. 

The 37,829 registered places in March 2008 represents 44.7 places per 1,000 population and consists of 5,256 places 

(13.9 per cent) in the Local Authority/NHS sector, 28,321 places (74.9 per cent) in the private sector and 4,252 places 

(11.2 per cent) in the voluntary sector. Between March 2000 and March 2008 the total number of registered places had 

fallen by 1,375 (3.5 per cent). In the Local Authority/NHS sector there had been a decrease of 1,200 places (18.6 per 

cent) whilst in the private sector there had been an increase of 352 places (1.3 per cent). Finally, in the voluntary sector 

there had been a decrease of 527 places (a reduction of 11 per cent).  

Annex Table 3 and chart 1 show the number of places per 1,000 population aged 65+ for each local authority. East 

Dunbartonshire had 26.4 places per 1,000 population aged 65+, the fewest of all local authorities, whilst South 

Lanarkshire had the most at 55.9 places per 1,000 population aged 65+. 

  

Between March 2000 and March 2008, the number of residents had fallen by 1,317 (3.8 per cent) from 34,457 to 33,140. 
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Table 2 - Registered Places in Care Homes for Older People, Local Authorities with the Largest 
Increases/Decreases 

 
Number of Registered Places

Local Authority Mar-00 Mar-08

% change 
between 

March 2000 
and March 

2008
Clackmannanshire 203 288 41.9%
Orkney Islands 100 130 30.0%
North Lanarkshire 1,710 2,057 20.3%
Renfrewshire 1,198 1,358 13.4%
Scotland 39,204 37,829 -3.5%
North Ayrshire 1,300 1,075 -17.3%
Aberdeen City 1,896 1,565 -17.5%
East Lothian 762 605 -20.6%
Stirling 780 600 -23.1%
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
 

Table 2 shows the local authorities with the largest percentage increases and decreases in the number of registered 

places in care homes for older people, between March 2000 and March 2008. Annex Table 2 contains details of 

registered places for each census between these dates for all local authorities The biggest percentage increase in 

registered places since March 2000 occurred in Clackmannanshire where the number of registered places has risen from 

203 in March 2000 to 288 in March 2008 (a 41.9 per cent increase). Other local authorities to have experienced large 

increases in the percentage of registered places were the Orkney Islands, North Lanarkshire, and Renfrewshire. The 

biggest percentage decrease in the number of registered places since March 2000 occurred in Stirling. Here there had 

been a 23.1 per cent decrease, a reduction of 180 places. Other local authorities to have experienced a large decrease 

were East Lothian, Aberdeen City and North Ayrshire. 

 

Table 3: Number of Admissions, Discharges and Deaths in Homes for Older People March 2007 – March 2008  

 

RESIDENTS IN CARE HOMES
In on 31 March 2007 4,357 326 4,683 24,357 345 24,702 3,773 75 3,848 32,487 746 33,233
Admissions during 12 months 1,628 8,806 10,434 9,528 6,833 16,361 1,260 2,203 3,463 12,416 17,842 30,258
Discharges during 12 months 835 8,772 9,607 2,478 6,524 9,002 367 2,071 2,438 3,680 17,367 21,047
Deaths during 12 months 881 32 913 7,287 168 7,455 868 45 913 9,036 245 9,281
In on 31 March 2008 4,269 328 4,597 24,120 486 24,606 3,798 162 3,960 32,187 976 33,163
Source: SCHC1 March 2008

SECTOR TOTALLA/ NHS Private Voluntary
Long 
Stay

Short 
Stay Total

Long 
Stay

Short 
Stay Total

Long 
Stay

Short 
Stay Total

Long 
Stay

Short 
Stay Total

 
 
In care homes run by local authorities or by the NHS there were a total of 10,434 admissions. These accounted for 34.5 

per cent of all admissions. In the Local Authority/NHS sector, the majority of admissions (84.4 per cent) were for a short 

stay or respite care.  

In the private sector there were a total of 16,361 admissions, 9,528 (58.2 per cent) of which were long stay and 6,833 

(41.8 per cent) short stay or respite. In total these represented 54.1 per cent of all admissions and included 76.7 per cent 

of all long stay and 38.3 per cent of all short stay admissions.  
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Admissions in the voluntary sector accounted for the remaining 11.4 per cent of all admissions including 10.1 per cent of 

all long stay and 12.3 per cent of all short stay admissions. 

Between 31 March 2007 and 31 March 2008, 21,047 residents were discharged from care homes. 3,680 of these 

discharges were long stay residents and 17,367 were short stay residents. Discharges from local authority run homes 

accounted for 45.6 per cent of all discharges whilst a further 42.8 per cent of discharges were of residents in the private 

sector and 11.6 per cent were in the voluntary sector. 

During the year preceding the most recent census 9,281 care home residents died.  

Of these the majority, 9,036 were long stay residents.  
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Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Number of Care Homes 39 45 44 43 46 46 46 45 40
 - Of which LA/ NHS 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3
 - Of which Private 3 3 3 3 7 7 8 8 8
 - Of which Voluntary 34 40 39 38 36 36 35 34 29
Number of Places 823 663 628 568 578 548 552 549 507
 - Of which LA/ NHS 27 27 27 26 27 27 27 27 27
 - Of which Private 58 58 57 57 82 82 96 95 95
 - Of which Voluntary 738 578 544 485 469 439 429 427 385
Number of Residents 723 572 551 478 484 488 513 518 462
 - Of which LA/ NHS 25 20 25 17 15 20 18 19 16
 - Of which Private 50 50 56 51 66 67 92 81 81
 - Of which Voluntary 648 502 470 410 403 401 403 418 365
Source: SCHC1 March 2008

 

3. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Physically Disabled People 

 

Table 4 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2008 

 

 
On 31 March 2008 there were 40 care homes for physically disabled people providing 507 places and housing 462 

residents.  

Since March 2000 the number of care homes has increased from 39 to 46 in 2004-2006 before dropping back to 40 

homes in March 2008. In the same period, the number of registered places has fallen from 823, a reduction of 316 

places, and the number of residents has dropped from 723, down by 261. Of the 40 care homes for physically disabled 

people, the majority, 29 (or 72.5 per cent) were operated by voluntary organisations. These voluntary homes offered 385 

places to residents (75.9 per cent of all places). Of the remaining 11 care homes, 3 were operated by local authorities and 

8 were in the private sector. The private sector has grown in size since March 2000 with an additional 5 care homes and 

37 places by March 2008. 
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Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Number of Care Homes 125 115 102 99 99 99 95 88 84
 - Of which LA/ NHS 3 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5
 - Of which Private 20 20 18 17 18 17 16 16 16
 - Of which Voluntary 102 91 80 77 76 77 74 67 63
Number of Places 1,197 1,256 1,214 1,165 1,180 1,187 1,159 1,018 1,086
 - Of which LA/ NHS 40 48 47 87 87 81 81 81 81
 - Of which Private 358 379 365 310 330 335 327 324 324
 - Of which Voluntary 799 829 802 768 763 771 751 613 681
Number of Residents 1,057 1,090 1,088 1,037 1,041 1,058 1,024 960 907
 - Of which LA/ NHS 35 35 38 74 68 69 73 68 38
 - Of which Private 330 345 320 285 286 307 300 285 273
 - Of which Voluntary 692 710 730 678 687 682 651 607 596
Source: SCHC1 March 2008

4. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults with Mental health Problems 

 

Table 5 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2008 

 

 

On the most recent census night there were 84 care homes in Scotland for adults with mental health problems. Of these 

75 per cent (63 homes) were run by voluntary organisations. The 84 care homes offered a total of 1,086 places.  

The 63 care homes in the voluntary sector offered a total of 681 places. This compares to 16 privately owned care homes 

which offered a total of 324 places and housed 273 residents. The 5 local authority run care homes offered a total of 81 

places. 

Since March 2000, the number of care homes offering services in this client group has dropped by 41, from 125. Over the 

same period the number of places has decreased by 111 and the number of residents by 150. 
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5. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults with Learning Disabilities 

 

Table 6 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2008 

 

Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Number of Care Homes 386 375 349 341 344 335 330 328 312
 - Of which LA/ NHS 64 59 56 55 55 50 46 44 39
 - Of which Private 72 74 74 68 69 69 70 70 69
 - Of which Voluntary 250 242 219 218 220 216 214 214 204
Number of Places 3,624 3,439 3,125 3,078 3,035 2,886 2,907 2,833 2,791
 - Of which LA/ NHS 700 655 599 570 567 478 465 404 344
 - Of which Private 917 916 914 905 898 888 955 982 1,043
 - Of which Voluntary 2,007 1,868 1,612 1,603 1,570 1,520 1,487 1,447 1,404
Number of Residents 3,321 3,162 2,872 2,690 2,613 2,576 2,507 2,509 2,415
 - Of which LA/ NHS 602 564 505 438 392 370 336 307 270
 - Of which Private 851 852 867 818 818 831 836 861 891
 - Of which Voluntary 1,868 1,746 1,500 1,434 1,403 1,375 1,335 1,341 1,254
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  

On 31 March 2008 there were 312 care homes for adults with learning disabilities. These homes offered a total of 2,791 

places and had 2,415 residents.  

65.4 per cent (204) of the care homes in this client group and 50.3 per cent (1,404) of the registered places were in the 

voluntary sector whilst 69 care homes (22.1 per cent) were in the private sector and 39 (12.5 per cent) were run by local 

authorities. The average size of these care homes varied between sectors. There were, on average, 7 places in voluntary 

sector homes, 9 places in local authority homes and 15 places in privately operated care homes. 

Since March 2000, the number of care homes has fallen by 74 from 386 in 2000 to the current level of 312 homes. There 

has been a corresponding drop in the number of places from 3,624 to 2,791. This is a reduction of 833 places (23 per 

cent). The number of residents in care homes for adults with learning disabilities has fallen by 906 from 3,321 in March 

2000 to 2,415 in March 2008.  

Further information on adults with learning disabilities and those who live in their own tenancies is available from: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/03/20154612/0  
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6. Scotland Analysis – Care Homes for Adults in Other Client Group 
 

Table 7 – Care Homes, Places and Residents by Sector, March 2000 - March 2008 

 
Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08

Number of Care Homes 71 68 63 56 55 54 54 53 48
 - Of which LA/ NHS 4 5 4 3 3 3 4 4 3
 - Of which Private 4 4 4 3 2 2 3 3 3
 - Of which Voluntary 63 59 55 50 50 49 47 46 42
Number of Places 975 961 862 768 780 770 729 708 661
 - Of which LA/ NHS 68 71 68 42 42 42 43 43 42
 - Of which Private 79 86 78 73 100 100 101 101 103
 - Of which Voluntary 828 804 716 653 638 628 585 564 516
Number of Residents 784 784 662 578 620 603 590 648 547
 - Of which LA/ NHS 68 64 62 31 30 33 30 28 26
 - Of which Private 75 78 76 60 94 82 100 99 101
 - Of which Voluntary 641 642 524 487 496 488 460 521 420
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  

Care homes registered for other types of user can include homes for adults with acquired brain injuries, mothers and 

children, alcohol related problems, drugs related problems, AIDS/HIV and other vulnerable groups.  

In March 2008 there were a total of 48 care homes for adults in other client groups. These homes offered a total of 661 

places, an average of 14 places per home, and had 547 residents. The majority of the 48 homes (42 homes or 87.5 per 

cent of all homes) operated in the voluntary sector and these homes offered a total of 516 places. Of the remaining 6 care 

homes, 3 were run by local authorities and 3 were privately run. The local authority run homes offered a total of 42 places 

whilst the 3 private homes offered 103 places. 

Since March 2000 the number of care homes in this client group has fallen by 23, from 71 to 48. This has coincided with a 

reduction of 314 places, from 975 to 661 and of 237 residents from 784 to 547. 
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7. Background Information on the Census of Care Home Establishments 
 
The Scottish Care Home census is intended to cover all adult care home establishments that are registered with the Care 

Commission. The Care Commission is responsible for regulating a wide range of social services and was established 

under the Regulation of Care (Scotland) Act 2001. 

This census was first issued in March 2003 and replaced two previous surveys. It combined the former ‘Residential Care 

Home Census – R1’ (run by the Scottish Government) and the ‘Private Nursing Homes Census’ (run by ISD Scotland). In 

March 2006 some of the data collection, relating mainly to care home places, was taken over by the Care Commission. 

Therefore, this publication excludes tables relating to places in single rooms, en-suite places and occupancy rates that 

have been published in statistics releases for previous censuses.  

Figures showing the number and percentage of care home places in single rooms and the number and percentage of en-

suite places in care homes are available from Audit Scotland. This data is shown as indicator 3 in the adult social work 

performance indicators at 

http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/performance/service/ 

Care should be taken when interpreting the Audit Scotland data. The local authority split shows places that are funded by 

each local authority as opposed to places located in each authority as is the case in this statistics release. 

The number of Care Homes which were operational at the March census was 1426. Full or partial responses were 

received from 1276 open care homes giving a response rate of approximately 89.5 per cent. 

The figures in this statistics release have been grossed up to take account of non-response. The methodology adopted 

was based on carrying forward previous records available for the care home in question.  

All figures in this release omit care homes that deregistered to become Housing Support services.  

In Section 2 Table 3, the March 2007 resident figure is taken from 2008 census. Some homes revise this figure which 

means it will not always agree with March 2007 resident figures previously published. 

Further Information 

Further details and analysis of the data presented in this Statistics Release is available on request from the following 

address. The Statistics Release is also available on the Scottish Government web site (www.scotland.gov.uk). This 

release was published on 24 February 2009. 

Community Care Statistics 

Basement Rear 

St Andrew’s House 

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

Contact: Steven Gillespie 

Tel: 0131 244 3777 

E-mail: SWStat@scotland.gov.uk
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Annex 

 
The Annex provides further detailed analysis. 

 
Table 1: Care Homes and Registered Places by Local Authority - All Care Homes for Adults 

Table 2: Registered Places and Percentage Change by Local Authority - Care Homes for Older People 

Table 3: Registered places by Local Authority and Sector / places per 1,000 population aged 65+ - Care Homes 

  for Older People 

Table 4: Care Homes by Client Group: March 2000 – March 2008 
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Annex - Table 1: Care Homes and Registered Places by Local Authority - All Care Homes for Adults 
 

Older People Physical Disabilities
Mental Health 

problems Learning Disabilties Other All Client Groups

Local Authority
Care 

Homes Places
Care 

Homes Places
Care 

Homes Places
Care 

Homes Places
Care 

Homes Places
Care 

Homes Places
Aberdeen City 35 1,565 4 50 13 116 31 218 11 123 94 2,072
Aberdeenshire 51 1,929 2 8 1 12 35 198 0 0 89 2,147
Angus 31 1,015 0 0 0 0 8 139 0 0 39 1,154
Argyll & Bute 28 720 0 0 0 0 5 34 2 44 35 798
Clackmannanshire 7 288 0 0 1 14 3 48 0 0 11 350
Dumfries & Galloway 37 1,193 0 0 2 75 8 60 1 9 48 1,337
Dundee City 26 1,104 1 12 0 0 7 143 0 0 34 1,259
East Ayrshire 22 845 1 10 1 25 5 66 0 0 29 946
East Dunbartonshire 10 494 1 22 1 5 4 24 0 0 16 545
East Lothian 17 605 1 20 0 0 5 32 0 0 23 657
East Renfrewshire 11 493 0 0 0 0 3 31 0 0 14 524
Edinburgh, City of 66 2,942 7 40 13 97 39 222 3 40 128 3,341
Eilean Siar 9 210 0 0 0 0 1 16 0 0 10 226
Falkirk 22 949 0 0 5 47 10 175 0 0 37 1,171
Fife 73 2,562 3 17 3 68 8 53 4 36 91 2,736
Glasgow City 85 4,401 4 59 26 302 13 115 16 221 144 5,098
Highland 66 1,871 2 31 7 121 15 175 2 33 92 2,231
Inverclyde 17 701 5 73 1 9 4 53 0 0 27 836
Midlothian 13 617 0 0 0 0 20 125 1 6 34 748
Moray 17 585 1 4 1 8 4 28 0 0 23 625
North Ayrshire 26 1,075 1 33 1 8 5 100 1 4 34 1,220
North Lanarkshire 38 2,057 0 0 1 9 10 101 1 98 50 2,265
Orkney Islands 8 130 1 1 0 0 3 7 0 0 12 138
Perth & Kinross 44 1,513 2 65 0 0 11 116 0 0 57 1,694
Renfrewshire 23 1,358 1 22 1 60 7 75 0 0 32 1,515
Scottish Borders 23 765 0 0 0 0 9 121 0 0 32 886
Shetland Islands 10 144 0 0 0 0 1 9 0 0 11 153
South Ayrshire 25 894 0 0 0 0 7 87 0 0 32 981
South Lanarkshire 54 2,788 1 16 2 46 9 72 5 41 71 2,963
Stirling 19 600 1 17 4 64 2 48 0 0 26 729
West Dunbartonshire 14 605 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 15 609
West Lothian 15 811 1 7 0 0 19 96 1 6 36 920
Scotland 942 37,829 40 507 84 1,086 312 2,791 48 661 1,426 42,874
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
 
 
Notes: 
Care Homes and places – The number of care homes and places in care homes registered with the Care Commission. 
These figures are given for each client group and are split by Local Authority 
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Annex - Table 2: Registered Places and Percentage Change by Local Authority - Care Homes for Older People 
 

Local Authority Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08

% change in 
places 

March 2000-
March 2008

% change 
in places 

March 2007-
March 2008

Aberdeen City 1,896 1,738 1,697 1,613 1,606 1,586 1,553 1,541 1,565 -17.5% 1.6%
Aberdeenshire 2,017 1,977 1,991 2,017 1,975 1,966 1,905 1,912 1,929 -4.4% 0.9%
Angus 1,022 1,025 1,026 1,018 1,057 1,029 1,063 1,055 1,015 -0.7% -3.8%
Argyll & Bute 748 770 777 802 776 745 734 728 720 -3.7% -1.1%
Clackmannanshire 203 205 234 234 234 234 234 234 288 41.9% 23.1%
Dumfries & Galloway 1,244 1,255 1,226 1,226 1,209 1,224 1,186 1,171 1,193 -4.1% 1.9%
Dundee City 1,114 1,076 1,021 996 998 986 957 1,053 1,104 -0.9% 4.8%
East Ayrshire 946 899 889 844 840 804 854 697 845 -10.7% 21.2%
East Dunbartonshire 515 618 597 601 601 527 532 496 494 -4.1% -0.4%
East Lothian 762 735 724 696 690 701 712 698 605 -20.6% -13.3%
East Renfrewshire 540 564 556 554 554 554 551 533 493 -8.7% -7.5%
Edinburgh, City of 3,424 3,187 3,155 3,089 3,093 2,981 2,916 2,911 2,942 -14.1% 1.1%
Eilean Siar 233 216 218 218 218 219 219 219 210 -9.9% -4.1%
Falkirk 1,003 973 944 946 927 935 912 930 949 -5.4% 2.0%
Fife 2,307 2,437 2,457 2,479 2,458 2,594 2,670 2,572 2,562 11.1% -0.4%
Glasgow City 4,737 4,553 4,637 4,620 4,569 4,541 4,526 4,424 4,401 -7.1% -0.5%
Highland 2,088 2,028 2,021 1,993 1,981 1,996 1,956 1,927 1,871 -10.4% -2.9%
Inverclyde 664 590 583 595 580 608 624 701 701 5.6% 0.0%
Midlothian 627 630 625 587 586 591 588 588 617 -1.6% 4.9%
Moray 574 553 549 537 555 582 583 580 585 1.9% 0.9%
North Ayrshire 1,300 1,319 1,288 1,237 1,227 1,225 1,095 1,076 1,075 -17.3% -0.1%
North Lanarkshire 1,710 1,693 1,708 1,788 1,830 1,960 2,100 1,982 2,057 20.3% 3.8%
Orkney Islands 100 102 98 104 100 100 136 130 130 30.0% 0.0%
Perth & Kinross 1,434 1,441 1,444 1,446 1,419 1,408 1,412 1,419 1,513 5.5% 6.6%
Renfrewshire 1,198 1,165 1,157 1,167 1,208 1,270 1,273 1,276 1,358 13.4% 6.4%
Scottish Borders 875 848 840 854 826 835 804 798 765 -12.6% -4.1%
Shetland Islands 135 132 142 142 142 143 144 143 144 6.7% 0.7%
South Ayrshire 1,049 1,009 900 901 966 938 913 893 894 -14.8% 0.1%
South Lanarkshire 2,506 2,524 2,524 2,570 2,926 2,869 2,831 2,813 2,788 11.3% -0.9%
Stirling 780 751 693 637 638 690 639 618 600 -23.1% -2.9%
West Dunbartonshire 567 567 563 557 557 623 605 608 605 6.7% -0.5%
West Lothian 886 845 844 856 867 822 842 841 811 -8.5% -3.6%
Scotland 39,204 38,425 38,128 37,924 38,213 38,286 38,069 37,567 37,829 -3.5% 0.7%
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
 
 
Notes: 

1. Registered Places – The number of places registered in care homes for older people. Figures are given by 
 local authority for March 2000 – March 2008. 

2. % Change  2000 – 2008 – The percentage change in the number of registered places in care homes for older 
people between March 2000 and March 2008. The change is given by individual local authority and for Scotland overall.  

3. % Change during year to March 2008 – The percentage change in the number of registered places in are homes 
for older people between March 2007 and March 2008. The change is given by local authority and for Scotland overall. 
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Annex - Table 3: Registered places by Local Authority and Sector / places per 1,000 population aged 65+ - Care 
Homes for Older People 
 

Local Authority LA/NHS Private Voluntary All Sectors

Places per 
1,000 popl 
aged 65+

Aberdeen City 201 1,106 258 1,565 48.5
Aberdeenshire 279 1,494 156 1,929 51.6
Angus 106 869 40 1,015 48.2
Argyll & Bute 106 511 103 720 38.9
Clackmannanshire 52 224 12 288 38.1
Dumfries & Galloway . 859 334 1,193 38.4
Dundee City 132 882 90 1,104 43.0
East Ayrshire . 845 . 845 41.8
East Dunbartonshire . 492 2 494 26.4
East Lothian 121 425 59 605 36.3
East Renfrewshire 34 310 149 493 32.1
Edinburgh, City of 634 1,667 641 2,942 43.0
Eilean Siar 133 40 37 210 38.6
Falkirk 152 740 57 949 39.8
Fife 344 2,057 161 2,562 42.2
Glasgow City 672 3,275 454 4,401 52.9
Highland 306 1,401 164 1,871 48.2
Inverclyde 3 501 197 701 49.7
Midlothian 131 417 69 617 48.3
Moray . 524 61 585 37.6
North Ayrshire 77 909 89 1,075 44.8
North Lanarkshire 283 1,774 . 2,057 43.3
Orkney Islands 114 16 . 130 35.2
Perth & Kinross 128 1,147 238 1,513 55.1
Renfrewshire 182 926 250 1,358 49.4
Scottish Borders 207 448 110 765 35.5
Shetland Islands 128 . 16 144 41.1
South Ayrshire 86 744 64 894 39.3
South Lanarkshire 277 2,162 349 2,788 55.9
Stirling 67 477 56 600 41.4
West Dunbartonshire 190 405 10 605 41.4
West Lothian 111 674 26 811 37.9
Scotland 5,256 28,321 4,252 37,829 44.7
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
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Annex - Table 4: Care Homes by Client Group: March 2000 – March 2008 
 
No. of Homes Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Older People 1,060 1,038 1,019 996 988 977 959 951 942
Physical Disabilities 39 45 44 43 46 46 46 45 40
Mental Health Problems 125 115 102 99 99 99 95 88 84
Learning Disabilities 386 375 349 341 344 335 330 328 312
Other 71 68 63 56 55 54 54 53 48
Total 1,681 1,641 1,577 1,535 1,532 1,511 1,484 1,465 1,426
Source: SCHC1 March 2008

No. of Places Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Older People 39,204 38,425 38,128 37,924 38,213 38,286 38,069 37,567 37,829
Physical Disabilities 823 663 628 568 578 548 552 549 507
Mental Health Problems 1,197 1,256 1,214 1,165 1,180 1,187 1,159 1,018 1,086
Learning Disabilities 3,624 3,439 3,125 3,078 3,035 2,886 2,907 2,833 2,791
Other 975 961 862 768 780 770 729 708 661
Total 45,823 44,744 43,957 43,503 43,786 43,677 43,416 42,675 42,874
Source: SCHC1 March 2008

No. of Residents Mar-00 Mar-01 Mar-02 Mar-03 Mar-04 Mar-05 Mar-06 Mar-07 Mar-08
Older People 34,457 34,500 34,591 34,326 34,132 33,584 33,336 33,344 33,140
Physical Disabilities 723 572 551 478 484 488 513 518 462
Mental Health Problems 1,057 1,090 1,088 1,037 1,041 1,058 1,024 960 907
Learning Disabilities 3,321 3,162 2,872 2,690 2,613 2,576 2,507 2,509 2,415
Other 784 784 662 578 620 603 590 648 547
Total 40,342 40,108 39,764 39,109 38,890 38,309 37,970 37,979 37,471
Source: SCHC1 March 2008  
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business and the people of 
Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

• Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis is well targeted;  
• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 
• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 

 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 

 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to ensure the benefits of 

the information justify the costs of collection. 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular reviews in line with 
National Statistics quality strategy; 

• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where appropriate. 

 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and related protocols; 
• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 

 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 

• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 
• Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 

 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 

 
This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of 
Practice Protocol - see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are produced free from any 
political interference." 
 
Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming Releases' 
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Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries Community Care Statistics 
should be addressed to: 
 
Steven Gillespie 
Analytical Services Division 
Health Directorate 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Telephone: 0131 244 3777; Fax: 0131 244 5427 
e-mail: Swstat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
3 Floor West Rear, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442; Fax: (0131) 244 2223 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given below: 
 
Scottish Government Statistics contacts 

Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 
Business (0141) 242 5446 
Community Care (0131) 244 3777 
Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 

 Environment (0131) 244 0445 
 Equality (0131) 244 0324 
 Fisheries   (0131) 244 6441 
Further and Higher Education   (0141) 242 0273 
Health (0131) 244 3432 
Housing (0131) 244 7236 
Income, Tax and Benefits (0131) 244 2583 
Labour market (0141) 242 5446 
Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 
Planning (0131) 244 0439 
Prisons (0131) 244 2147 
Recorded crime (0131) 244 2635 
Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 1689 
Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0315 
Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 
Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics  (0131) 244 0442 
The Economy (0131) 244 2234 
Transport (0131) 244 7255  

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 
Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337 
General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 
-  Population statistics, census statistics 
or digital boundary products 

(0131) 314 4243 
 

(0131) 314 4254 

The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575 
 

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the 
United Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics 
Public Enquiry Service on 
 
020 7533 5888 
minicom: 01633 812399 
Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 
You can also find National Statistics on the internet -  
go to www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

 
If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming statistical publications, please register 
your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat 
 
Current contact points, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can be found on the 
Scottish Government Web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats 
 
Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
 
Most recent Health Statistical Publications relating to the Community Care theme  
Ref no. Title Last published Price 

97807559 73347 Home Care Services, Scotland, 2008 25 November 2008 - 

978075597333 0 Registered Blind & Partially Sighted Persons, Scotland 2008 25 November 2008 - 

9780755972883 Self-directed Support (Direct Payments), Scotland, 2008 28 October 2008 - 

9780755972173 Free Personal And Nursing Care, Scotland, 2006-07 26 August 2008 - 

9780755970582 Adults with Learning Disabilities, The Same as You?, Scotland 2007 25 March 2008 - 

9780755968701 Day Care Services, Scotland 2007 27 November 2007  

   - 
 
Additional copies of these publications may be purchased from Scottish Government Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, 
Edinburgh, EH1 1YS, Telephone: 0131 622 8283 or 0131 622 8258, Fax: 0131 557 8149. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Blackwell’s Bookshop’. 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 3R.01, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or suggestions that would help us to improve 
our standards of service. 
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